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4. By the end of the period the industrial outlook had been
revolutionized. Less and less consideration was paid to the
general welfare, more and more the individual pursued his own
profit, reckless what happened to the ' waste products of in-
dustry '. Among these must be classed, as well as the pauper
and the vagabond, the unorganized women and, to some extent,
the children

5 The growth of national rivalries caused a concentration of
industrial regulation in the hands of the central government,
and under the early Stuarts a definite policy of securing national
power by industrial and commercial expansion was entered on.

6. The influx of aliens gave an impetus to our industries out
of all proportion to their numbers. New crafts were introduced,
old ones improved, and the cloth of England at last began to
hold its own with the best in the continental markets. The wise
foresight of a paternal government in refusing to yield to popular
clamour to restrain the immigration was, in this case at least,
entirely justified.

3.   Overseas Trade and England's Expansion

IN 1492 a Genoese sailor backed by the Spanish monarchy,
thinking to find a new trade route to India, stumbled on a new
world. There is no other event in history to compare with it in
revolutionary result. The conquest of the air may perhaps
prove as great an upheaval, but there is nothing in the past at
all like it. For centuries men's minds had dwelt confined in
a narrow physical boundary, the space within not all well known
it is true, but still an old established tale. Suddenly, within
a space of thirty years the size of the world doubled, almost
limitless regions opened up for the enterprise of bold and hardy
men, few things seemed improbable, nothing impossible.
Rumours of lands of amazing fertility, whore the little labour
needed could be forced from reluctant but helpless savages, new
products and promises of mineral wealth, culminated in stories